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ecclesiastical development of the church, which has been done over 

and over again in much better form. The book seems for the most 

part to be the elaboration of scrappy lecture notes of one who was 

suddenly required to give a course on the history of the church and 

had to get his material together from where he could find it most easily. 

There is little evidence of any real grasp of the subject or appreciation 

of the opportunity presented for giving what is really needed — a history 

of Christianity as a religious and ethical system, a power in the actual 

life of men and of nations. 

Joseph Cullen Ayer, Jr. 

Divinity School of the Protestant Episcopal Church 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 
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Cadbury, H. J. National Ideals in the Old Testament. New York: Scribner, 

1920. xii-f- 269 pages. $1.75. 

This is a good, popular summary of the teachings of the Old Testament regarding 
the destiny of Israel. It is interesting to note that under this caption the author 
subsumes almost the entire content of the Old Testament. Thisis completely in accord 
with the fact that the religion of the Hebrews was primarily not an individual concern, 
but a national interest. Prophet, psalmist, and lawgiver alike had national welfare 
at heart. The sage was the out-and-out individualist, even though individualism was 
first clearly enunciated by prophecy. The positions taken by Dr. Cadbury upon 
debatable topics are conservative, and his attitude throughout, though frankly 
committed to the historical method, is cautious. He indulges in no novel interpreta- 
tions, but satisfies himself with an attempt to familiarize the intelligent public with 
the spirit and method of modem biblical interpretation through a presentation of its 
more commonly accepted results in the field of the Old Testament. The book should 
prove very useful for the purpose for which it was designed. j. M. P. S. 

Sweet, Louis Matthews. Roman Emperor Worship. (World Worships 

Series.) Boston: Badger, 1919. 153 pages. $2.00. 

This book is a New York University doctor's dissertation. The author sets 
himself the twofold task of showing (1) that emperor-worship is more deeply rooted 
in native Roman religion than has commonly been supposed, and (2) that this cult 
ultimately became so popular and dominant as to be "the one characteristic and 
universal expression of ancient paganism." Whether either contention is adequately 
maintained will certainly seem doubtful to some readers. Indeed the very limitations 
of space which the writer felt obliged to adopt rendered practically impossible such 
a comprehensive discussion of the data as would in any event have been necessary to 
establish the main thesis of the book. In its present form it is a valuable summary of 
selected statistics which must be read with caution by one unfamiliar with the larger 
body of evidence which had to be passed over in order to bring the dissertation within 
manageable limits. The author expresses a hope, which his readers will heartily share, 
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that he may soon find an opportunity for a more adequate and exhaustive presentation 
of the subject. Perhaps at that time he will be able to offer more substantial and 
convincing reasons for his doubts regarding the extent to which Greek and oriental 
influence operated in the genesis of Roman emperor-worship. Also the contention 
that the imperial cult was the one characteristic and universal expression of ancient 
paganism can hardly stand without a comparative study of other cults, especially the 
oriental religions that appealed so strongly to the populace during the imperial period. 
It is also very questionable whether the imperial authorities as early as the time of 
Domitian saw in Christianity a "deadly menace" to the unity of the empire and the 
supremacy of the emperor. A more thoroughly considered treatment of these problems 
is greatly needed, as is also a more careful proofreading. Such linguistic monstrosities 
as "le culte imperiale," "Roman Mythologie," or "Sitzungsberichte des Akadamie" 
remain uncorrected, and the accenting in the Greek citations is uniformly atrocious. 

S. J. C. 

Cartes, George William. Zoroastrianism and Judaism. (World Worships 
Series.) Boston: Badger, 1918. 116 pages. $2.00. 
One could easily imagine that this monograph might have been written some 
twenty years ago and that no serious effort had been made to bring it up to date 
before publication. Apparently the writer is unfamiliar with the more recent studies 
upon both Persian religion and Judaism, and their mutual relations. His statement 
of the case represents only that stage of progress reached prior to the publication 
during the last two decades of investigations by such representative scholars as 
Jackson, Moulton, Soderblom, BSklen, and Bousset. A more careful revision of the 
manuscript, or more drastic proofreading, ought to have prevented an unusually large 
number of infelicities in printing. For example, a certain well-known character of 
Persian religion appears in different chapters of the book as Ahriman, Aharman, and 
Ahrmian (for which we are given the astounding Greek equivalent 'Apt l/i&vios) ; 
also " Good Thought " is variously designated Vohumanah, Vohn-Mano, Vohn-Manah, 
Vohu-Mano; and among the authorities cited on the first page of the first chapter are 
"Darmesteler" (twice) and "Edward Meyer, Geschichte des Alterhumus." Other 
signs of dilettantism are, unfortunately, all too numerous. 

Mercer, Samuel A. B. Growth of Religious and Moral Ideas in Egypt. 

Milwaukee: Morehouse Publishing Co., 1010. ix+109 pages. $1.50. 

Dr. Mercer's little book is a brief popular statement of Egyptian ideas about 
god and man, morality, mediation, and the future life. As the author well says: 

"To speak of an 'Egyptian Theology' would be unscientific But it is quite 

legitimate to speak of an 'Egyptian Religion' in the sense that the Egyptians always 
were religious, although they never were unanimous in just what constituted their 
religion." Conflicting and illogical beliefs due to mixture of local variations and to 
continually superimposing new conceptions upon the undiscarded old provide an 
awkward task for any writer. The author has not particularly clarified the situation 
in his analyses of god and man. More masterly is his chapter on morality. Various 
accidental misstatements and slips like "Uni" for "Unis" (pp. 1 and 71), "Horses" 
for "Horuses" (p. 73), and "monarch" for "nomaich" (p. 91) need correction. 

T. G. A. 



